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Abstract

Homoeopathy, a holistic medical discipline, relies heavily on accuracy of repertories for effective
patient evaluation and remedy selection. However, the presence of misplaced rubrics in various
homoeopathic repertories poses a significant challenge. These errors, often perpetuated through
academic syllabi, including the BHMS curriculum, continue to affect homoeopathic education and
practice despite widespread acknowledgment. This article examines the impact of these misplaced
rubrics on homoeopathic education, proposes immediate corrective measures, and advocates for a re-
evaluation of how homoeopathic knowledge is assessed in academic settings.
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Introduction

Homoeopathic repertories serve as the essential tool of clinical practice, guiding practitioners
in selecting appropriate remedies. However, errors have accumulated over time, leading to
misplaced rubrics. These mistakes, though unintentional, compromise prescription accuracy
and the credibility of homeopathic practice. Despite their long-standing presence, these
errors remain uncorrected, largely because they are not questioned by students, practitioners,
or academicians.

Background

Many repertories have been compiled and expanded by different authors, leading to
misplaced rubrics due to translation errors, misinterpretation of symptoms, or clerical
mistakes. These inaccuracies have become embedded in textbooks and syllabi, making them
an accepted part of homeopathic education. Consequently, students memorize incorrect
rubrics without questioning their validity, ultimately carrying them into professional practice.

Impact on education and practice

The BHMS syllabus emphasizes repertory knowledge, and competitive exams heavily test
candidates on rubric placement. However, evaluating students based on incorrect data forces
them to memorize mistakes to secure marks rather than understanding the repertory
correctly. This creates a paradox where homeopathic education perpetuates errors instead of
refining knowledge. These mistakes extend into postgraduate and competitive exams,
compromising the quality of homoeopathic education and the readiness of students to
practice with precision and efficacy.

Examples of misplaced rubrics

Several examples of misplaced rubrics have been noted in various repertories. Symptoms
may be placed under inappropriate rubrics, leading to confusion about remedy selection.
Additionally, rubrics representing rare conditions may be placed in general categories,
diluting the specificity required for effective treatment. These errors can result in incorrect
prescriptions and poor patient outcomes.

For Example, A rubric that refers to "Parotid Glands" might be placed under "Face" instead
of placing under “Ear” in the repertory Therapeutic Pocket Book [,

Corrective measures
In the modern era, when medical sciences are rapidly advancing, homoeopathy must also
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evolve. Digital repertories, cross-referencing with materia
medica, and clinical verification should be used to correct
these misplaced rubrics. Institutions, researchers, and
repertory authors must take collective responsibility to
identify and rectify errors. Regular updates and revisions
should become a norm, similar to conventional medicine's
constant guideline revisions based on new evidence.

Conclusion

The presence of misplaced rubrics in homoeopathic
repertories necessitates immediate attention to ensure the
integrity and effectiveness of homeopathic practice. By
implementing corrective measures and fostering a culture of
continuous revision and improvement, homoeopathy can
maintain its relevance and credibility in modern healthcare.
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