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Abstract 
Cancer represents a significant global health burden despite advances in modern oncology. The 

limitations of conventional therapy in terms of side effects, treatment resistance, and quality of life 

challenges have driven interest in complementary approaches. Homoeopathy, a holistic system of 

medicine, has been increasingly explored for its potential role in cancer care. This article provides an 

academic overview of the role of homoeopathy in carcinoma, with emphasis on its principles, possible 

mechanisms of action, and a review of past studies ranging from clinical reports to experimental 

models. Preliminary evidence suggests potential benefits in palliation, immune modulation, and 

improvement in patient well-being. The article concludes with a balanced perspective on integration, 

highlighting the need for further rigorous research and explores the utility of repertory in the 

management of cases of cancer. 
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Introduction 

Cancer is one of the most complex and feared diseases of modern times, marked by the 

uncontrolled proliferation of abnormal cells that invade and destroy normal tissues, with the 

potential to metastasize to distant parts of the body. Biomedically, it is often linked to 

genetic mutations, immune suppression, environmental toxins and lifestyle factors.Despite 

technological and therapeutic advancements in oncology, cancer remains the second leading 

cause of death worldwide. Conventional modalities like surgery, chemotherapy, 

radiotherapy, and newer biologic therapies have undoubtedly improved survival rates, yet 

they are often accompanied by significant toxicity, relapse risk, and compromised quality of 

life. 

In this context, patients and practitioners are increasingly turning toward complementary and 

alternative systems of medicine. Homoeopathy operates on the principle of "similia similibus 

curentur" and it advocates for individualized prescriptions based on the totality of symptoms 

and the patient’s constitution rather than the pathology alone. 

The potential role of homoeopathy in cancer lies not in replacing conventional therapies but 

in offering integrative support relieving symptoms, reducing treatment-related toxicity, 

enhancing immune functions, and potentially influencing tumor dynamics. This article 

examines the historical evolution, mechanistic insights, and clinical evidence supporting the 

use of homoeopathy in carcinoma. An often-overlooked tool in this endeavor is the 

repertory, which serves as a bridge between clinical observation and remedy selection. By 

systematizing symptoms including those peculiar to cancer patients repertory use enhances 

the accuracy of prescription and brings objectivity to individualization. 

 

Discussion 

Mechanistic Insights of Homoeopathic action 

Although the precise mechanism of ultra-diluted homoeopathic medicines remains under 

debate, several hypotheses have been advanced: 

1. Epigenetic Modulation: Studies indicate that homoeopathic remedies may alter gene 

expression profiles, particularly genes involved in apoptosis, DNA repair, and oxidative 

stress regulation.  

2. Immune System Regulation: Homoeopathy has been shown in some  
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experimental models to influence cytokine release, 

modulate T-cell activity, and enhance natural killer 

(NK) cell responses, all of which are crucial in tumor 

surveillance. 

3. Antioxidant Activity: Remedies such as Condurango 

have demonstrated antioxidant potential, which may 

help in mitigating oxidative stress that drives 

carcinogenesis. 

4. Psycho-Neuro-Endocrine Effects: The individualized 

approach, coupled with patient-centered care, may 

reduce stress levels and improve quality of life, 

indirectly benefiting immune and metabolic functions. 

 

Review of Past Studies 

1. Case Reports and Clinical Observations 

• Numerous anecdotal reports describe improvement in 

appetite, pain reduction, and stabilization of weight in 

carcinoma patients treated with individualized 

remedies. 

• Carcinosinum and Scirrhinum have been prescribed 

constitutionally with reports of prolonged palliation. 

 

2. Preclinical and Experimental Studies 

• Khuda-Bukhsh and colleagues reported apoptosis-

inducing effects of homoeopathic medicines in cancer 

cell lines, with down-regulation of oncogenes and up-

regulation of tumor suppressor genes. 

• Condurango extract showed growth-inhibitory effects 

in esophageal carcinoma models. 

• Hydrastis canadensis exhibited anti-proliferative 

activity against colon and breast cancer cells in 

laboratory assays. 

 

3. Clinical Trials 

• A few randomized controlled trials (RCTs) in India and 

Europe have assessed homoeopathy in cancer patients. 

• Trial on breast cancer patients: Homoeopathic 

medicines helped in reducing radiotherapy-induced 

dermatitis. 

• Trial on chemotherapy patients: Reduced severity of 

stomatitis and improved tolerance to cytotoxic therapy. 

 

Miasmatic Axis 

Homoeopathy views carcinoma as the outcome of deep-

rooted miasmatic dyscrasia rather than a purely local 

disease. In cancer, the syphilitic miasm dominates with its 

destructive tendencies, but it rarely acts alone. Psora 

provides the fertile ground through constitutional weakness, 

Sycosis contributes overgrowth and infiltration, while the 

Tubercular miasm accelerates rapid degeneration and 

metastasis. Remedies are selected not only on the 

pathological diagnosis but also on the individual 

constitution, miasmatic background, and totality of 

symptoms. Nosodes (Carcinosinum, Scirrhinum, Psorinum, 

Medorrhinum, Syphilinum) play a vital role in breaking the 

inherited miasmatic chain, while deep-acting constitutional 

remedies support vitality. Thus, the miasm acts as a 

compass, directing remedy choice toward deep-acting, 

constitutional treatment and effective palliation. 

 
Miasm Characteristic Features in Carcinoma Key Remedies Indications 

PSORA 

Early weakness, functional disturbance, 

nervous excitability, hypersensitivity, 

pruritus 

Sulphur, Psorinum, Lycopodium, 

Phosphorus 

Constitutional weakness, family history of 

malignancy, pre-cancerous dysplasia, recurrent 

inflammations 

Sycosis 
Overgrowths, induration, warty/cystic 

tendency, glandular enlargement 

Thuja, Medorrhinum, Nitric acid, 

Causticum 

Benign growths turning malignant, indurated 

glands, infiltration with slow progression 

Syphilis 
Ulceration, rapid infiltration, haemorrhage, 

degeneration, severe pains, cachexia 

Mercurius sol., Syphilinum, Aurum 

met., Kali iod., Arsenicum album 

Ulcerating carcinomas, severe nocturnal pains, 

destructive infiltration, offensive discharges 

Tubercular 
Wasting, rapid metastasis, haemoptysis, 

hectic fever, night sweats 

Phosphorus, Tuberculinum, 

Carcinosinum, Iodium 

Advanced cases with rapid tissue loss, glandular 

carcinoma with metastasis, constitutional 

cachexia 

 

Repertorial Insights 

The repertory is not a mere index but a compass that guides 

the homoeopath from the ocean of symptoms to the most 

probable similimum. In cancer cases, symptoms are often 

complex ranging from burning pains, indurations, 

ulcerations, to peculiar modalities and concomitants. The 

repertory allows a systematic cross-analysis of these, 

ensuring that subjective suffering is not overshadowed by 

pathology alone. Here are some of the repertories which can 

be used in such cases 

 

1. Diagnostic Rubrics for Cancer 

These rubrics directly reference cancerous conditions or 

specific types of cancer. They are found in various chapters 

of Kent’s Repertory and other modern repertories: 

 

Generalities Section (Kent’s Repertory):  

• Cancerous affections: Arsenicum album, Conium, 

Carbo animalis. 

• Tumors – cystic  

 

Specific Organ-Related Cancer Rubrics 

• Stomach – Cancerous: Remedies like Hydrastis, 

Arsenicum album, and Phosphorus for gastric cancer. 

• Throat – Cancerous. 

• Face – Cancer: Covers facial cancers, e.g., lip cancer, 

with remedies like Cundurango. 

• Mouth – Cancer – palate: For oral cancers. 

• Nose – Cancer. 

• Eyes – Cancer: For ocular cancers, e.g., melanoma or 

retinoblastoma. 

 

Murphy’s Homeopathic Medical Repertory 

• Clinical – Cancer: Includes sub-rubrics for specific 

cancers like breast cancer, liver cancer, and lung 

cancer, with remedies like Conium, Phytolacca, and 

Scirrhinum. 

• Appetite – Diminished, cancer patients in: Addresses 

loss of appetite in cancer patients. 

• Weakness – Operation, cancer surgery: For post-

surgical weakness in cancer patients. 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/


International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com 

~ 749 ~ 

2. General Rubrics for Cancer-Related Symptoms 

These cover systemic symptoms common in cancer patients, 

found in the Generalities or Mind sections: 

 

Weakness/Emaciation 

• Generalities – Emaciation (Kent): Remedies like 

Arsenicum album, Silicea, and Natrum muriaticum for 

cancer-related weight loss. 

• Emaciation – Stomach cancer with (Murphy’s 

Repertory): Specific to gastric cancer. 

 

Pain 

• Generalities – Pain, burning (Kent): Common in 

cancer, with remedies like Arsenicum album and 

Phosphorus. 

• Generalities – Pain, ulcerative (Kent): For ulcerative 

cancers. 

 

Fatigue 

Generalities – Weakness, chemotherapy after (Murphy’s 

Repertory): Addresses fatigue post-chemotherapy. 

 

Mental Symptoms 

• Mind – Anxiety, health about (Kent): For cancer 

patients’ fear of disease progression, with remedies like 

Aconitum and Argentum nitricum. 

• Mind – Despair, recovery of (Kent): For hopelessness 

in advanced cancer cases. 

 

3. Particular Rubrics for Cancer 

These focus on specific organs or sensations associated with 

cancer: 

 

Breast  

• Chest – Tumors, mammae (Kent): For breast cancer, 

with remedies like Conium, Phytolacca, and Asterias 

rubens. 

• Clinical – Cancer, breast (Murphy’s Repertory): 

Includes modern clinical additions. 

 

Abdomen  

• Abdomen – Cancer, liver (Murphy’s Repertory): For 

hepatic cancer. 

• Abdomen – Pain, liver, cancer in (Murphy’s 

Repertory): For liver cancer pain. 

 

Extremities  

Extremities – Pain, bones, cancer in (Murphy’s Repertory): 

For bone cancer or metastases. 

 

4. Clinical Rubrics in Modern Repertories 

Modern repertories like Murphy’s and Synthesis include 

expanded clinical rubrics for cancer, reflecting 

contemporary medical terminology and conditions: 

 

Murphy’s Repertory  

• Clinical – Cancer, palliative action: For remedies 

used in palliative care. 

• Vomiting – Chemotherapy after: For chemotherapy-

induced nausea, with remedies like Nux vomica and 

Ipecac. 

• Inflammation – Liver, hepatitis C: Relevant for liver 

cancer linked to hepatitis. 

 

Synthesis Repertory  

• Includes rubrics like Generalities – Cancerous 

affections, chemotherapy, aggravation for post-

chemotherapy symptoms. 

• Clinical – Cancer, specific types (e.g., leukemia, 

lymphoma) 

• Weakness – Chemotherapy after or Vomiting – 

Chemotherapy after help select remedies for side 

effects of conventional treatments, improving quality of 

life. 

 

Conclusion 

The cumulative evidence points toward homoeopathy being 

beneficial as an adjunctive therapy in carcinoma 

management. Patients often report improved well-being, 

reduced toxicity of conventional treatments, and better 

coping with disease-related stress. Experimental studies lend 

credence to biological plausibility. A critical limitation is 

the lack of large, multicentric, double-blind, placebo-

controlled trials that can provide conclusive evidence in 

support of homoeopathy as a validated science in the fight 

against cancer. Homoeopathy offers a promising integrative 

approach in the management of carcinoma, primarily as a 

complementary system aimed at palliation, toxicity 

reduction, and enhancement of quality of life. Preclinical 

studies suggest possible anticancer and immune-modulating 

effects. The repertory strengthens this role by translating the 

patient’s suffering into rubrics that guide precise remedy 

selection. By marrying the art of observation with the 

science of repertorization, homoeopathy positions itself as a 

holistic partner in cancer care one that addresses not only 

the tumor but the human being who carries it. 
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