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Abstract 
The process of dynamization, or potentization, is a hallmark of homoeopathy, converting inert 
medicinal substances into powerful therapeutic agents. While earlier editions of Hahnemann’s 
Organon of Medicine emphasized the centesimal scale, the sixth edition introduced a refined system — 
the fifty-millesimal (LM/Q) method of dynamization. Hahnemann regarded this as his perfected 
method, addressing the limitations of centesimal potencies by offering gentle, deep, and repeatable 
action. This article explores the preparation, advantages, and clinical significance of the fifty-
millesimal method, alongside perspectives from homoeopathic stalwarts and its relevance in modern 
practice. 
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Introduction 
Homoeopathy, founded by Dr. Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843), rests on two fundamental 
pillars: the principle of similitude and the process of dynamization. The therapeutic action of 
a remedy depends not only on accurate drug selection but also on its preparation. 
In his lifetime, Hahnemann constantly refined the method of potentization. Earlier editions of 
the Organon emphasized the centesimal scale (C-potencies). However, by the time of the 
sixth edition (completed in 1842), he introduced the fifty-millesimal (LM/Q) method, which 
he described as his most advanced discovery. This method combined gentleness with depth 
of cure, making it highly suitable for both acute and chronic cases. 
 
Preparation of Fifty-Millesimal Potencies 
As described in Aphorisms 270-271 and their footnotes of the Organon of Medicine (6th 
edition): 
1. Trituration: One grain of the crude drug is triturated with 100 grains of lactose for 

three hours to reach 3C potency. 
2. Mother Solution: One grain from the 3C preparation is dissolved in 500 drops of a 

water-alcohol mixture. 
3. First Dilution: One drop of this solution is diluted in 100 drops of alcohol and given 

two succussions. 
4. Medicating Globules: A poppy-seed-sized globule is moistened with this solution — 

this is the first LM (LM1/Q1) potency. 
5. Subsequent Potencies: One globule from the previous LM potency is dissolved, 

diluted, succussed, and fresh globules are medicated to prepare LM2, LM3, and so forth. 
 
Significance of the Fifty-Millesimal Method 

 Gentle Action: Produces curative effects with minimal aggravations, especially 
important for sensitive patients. 

 Frequent Repetition: Can be repeated daily or at short intervals, unlike centesimal 
potencies where repetition risked aggravation. 

 Flexibility in Dose: Physicians can modify the strength by adjusting succussions and 
dilutions before administration. 

 Final Preference of Hahnemann: Represents his matured understanding of posology 
and the ideal method for practice.  

 Deep and Lasting Cure: Suitable for chronic and long-standing conditions requiring 
gradual yet effective progress.
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Clinical Implications 

 Chronic Diseases: LM potencies are highly effective in 

cases requiring prolonged treatment, such as 

autoimmune or metabolic disorders. 

 Sensitive Constitutions: Elderly patients, children, and 

delicate constitutions respond well to LM potencies 

without excessive aggravations. 

 Acute Situations with Chronic Background: Allows 

smooth management of acute flare-ups without 

interrupting chronic treatment. 

 Frequent Repetition: Facilitates daily or alternate-day 

dosing in watery solution, making adjustments easy and 

safe. 

 

Views of Stalwarts on LM Potencies 

 Dr. Stuart Close (The Genius of Homoeopathy): 

Emphasized that Hahnemann’s introduction of the LM 

scale represented his final, perfected discovery. He saw 

LM potencies as the natural culmination of the principle 

of dynamization. 

 Dr. J.T. Kent (Lectures on Homoeopathic 

Philosophy): Kent largely worked with centesimal 

potencies, as the 6th edition was not widely available in 

his time. He expressed doubts about frequent repetition, 

but acknowledged the need for gentleness in chronic 

prescribing — something LM potencies later fulfilled. 

 Dr. Boericke (Pocket Manual of Homoeopathic 

Materia Medica): Boericke described both C and 

LM/Q scales, noting that LM potencies produced mild 

and long-acting effects, and were particularly suitable 

for chronic cases. 

 Dr. R.E. Dudgeon & Dr. Richard Hughes (early 

translators and commentators): Initially cautious 

about LM potencies, they highlighted difficulties in 

preparation and standardization, but acknowledged their 

significance as Hahnemann’s last contribution. 

 Dr. H.A. Roberts (The Principles and Art of Cure by 

Homoeopathy): Roberts stressed that dynamization in 

the LM scale liberated a deeper dynamic energy, 

permitting repetition without aggravation — a problem 

with centesimal potencies. 

 Dr. Pierre Schmidt (Hidden Treasures of the Last 

Organon): Credited with reviving LM/Q potencies in 

the 20th century. He coined the abbreviation LM and 

strongly advocated its use as truest to Hahnemann’s 

final teaching.

 
Table 1: Comparative Overview: Centesimal vs. Fifty-Millesimal 

 

Aspect Centesimal (C) Fifty-Millesimal (LM/Q) 

Scale 1:100 1:50,000 

Introduced Hahnemann, 4th edition (1829) Hahnemann, 6th edition (1842) 

Action Strong, deep, but may aggravate Gentle, deep, minimal aggravation 

Repetition Infrequent, cautious Frequent, daily possible 

Suitability Both acute & chronic, but requires care Especially chronic and sensitive cases 

Hahnemann’s Preference Early preference Final perfected method 

 

Conclusion 

The fifty-millesimal method of dynamization stands as 

Hahnemann’s crowning refinement of homoeopathy. It 

overcame the limitations of centesimal potencies by offering 

gentleness, flexibility, and safety while maintaining depth 

and curative power. Revived by stalwarts like Pierre 

Schmidt, LM potencies continue to hold significance in 

modern practice, especially for chronic diseases and 

sensitive patients. Their study and wider application remain 

vital to honoring and advancing Hahnemann’s final legacy. 
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