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Abstract 
Homoeopathic cure is based on law of similars. The process of competitive enzyme inhibition through 
which diseases are treated in Modern medicine also applies the principle of similars. But the 
explanation of how the homoeopathic cure takes place is philosophical, whereas that of competitive 
inhibition is scientific. By drawing a parallel between these two processes, the purpose is to formulate a 

proposition whether the homoeopathic cure could possibly be due to the competitive inhibition between 
the disease and medicinal forces. It also shows that the application of law of similars is not limited to 
Homoeopathy and dynamic plane. 
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1. Introduction 
The basic principle of Homoeopathy, Similia Similibus Curentur is indisputable. But as its 

field is mainly limited to dynamics, its working as to how cure takes place in Homoeopathy 

can be explained only philosophically [1]. Modern medicine which operates mostly on 

physical plane, uses this principle of Similars in competitive enzyme inhibition process to 

treat variety of diseases [2, 3]. This paper aspires to draw a similarity between the two 

processes namely satisfying the morbid susceptibility (homoeopathic cure) and competitive 

enzyme inhibition, so as to give a scientific explanation to the modus operandi of cure. 

 

1.1 Homoeopathic concept of disease and cure 

Disease is the derangement of vital principle due to dynamic morbific agents, which is 

expressed externally through signs and symptoms. Dr. Hahnemann explains the modus 

operandi of cure in aphorism 29 of 6th edition of his Organon of medicine. It is a theory put 

forth for understanding how cure takes place. When medicine is administered to the patient 

on the basis of symptom similarity, the vital principle which was under the influence of 

natural disease force now reacts to the stronger, similar medicinal force. This makes the 

natural, weaker dynamic disease force ineffective. The disease symptoms no longer exist as 

the vital force is now under the influence of stronger, similar medicine. Once the action of 

this medicine is exhausted, the vital principle becomes free of this medicinal disease also.  
In aphorism 31 of 6th edition of Organon of medicine, Dr. Hahnemann mentions that the 

natural disease forces cannot derange health unconditionally. Susceptibility is one of the 

conditions to make an individual sick. Different homoeopaths have explained susceptibility 

in terms which include affinity, attraction, desire, hunger, need, which exist and express 

themselves normally in every living being; but they may become morbid and perverted and 

cause disease, suffering and death [4]. 

Dr. Herbert Roberts calls susceptibility as an expression of vacuum created due to the 

miasmatic influence in an individual [5]. This susceptibility draws to itself the disease which 

is on the same plane of vibration and which tends to fill this vacuum (deficiency)  [6]. Cure is 

accomplished by satisfying the altered (morbid) susceptibility of the patient by filling the 

vacuum with the homoeopathic medicine [7, 8].  

 

1.2 Enzyme and enzyme reaction 
In living organisms, thousands of chemical reactions are taking place at every moment. 

These chemical reactions release chemical energy necessary for the harmonious functioning 

of the organism and sustaining life. These chemical events, termed as metabolism, need 

enzymes which act as catalysts for almost all the metabolic processes that occur in a cell. 

The substance on which the enzyme acts is called as substrate.

file://///Server/test/homoeopathicjournal/issue/vol%204/issue%201/www.homoeopathicjournal.com


International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences http://www.homoeopathicjournal.com 

~ 193 ~ 

This substrate is then converted into product [9, 10]. The 

Enzymes are highly specific for their substrates [11, 12]. In 

most of the enzymes, there is a small cleft like portion 

where the substrate binds and catalysis occur. This site is 

called the active site which is mostly responsible for the 

substrate specificity of an enzyme. The substrates bind to 
the active site by weak non-covalent bonds which are 

usually reversible. 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Shows Substrate, Active Site and Enzyme 

 

1.3 Enzyme inhibition: Many drugs of Modern medicine 

used in treatment of various diseases like gout, cancer, 

hypertension, hypercholesterolemia, Parkinsonism act by 

inhibiting the enzymes [13, 14]. 

One such method is competitive inhibition. Here the 

inhibitor (drug) which has a close structural similarity to the 
substrate acts as a substrate analogue and binds at the active 

site of the enzyme. Since the active site is blocked, the 

enzyme is not available for the substrate to bind and form 

the product. The relative concentrations of substrate and 

inhibitor and also their respective affinities for the enzyme 

determine the degree of competitive inhibition [15, 16]. 

The process of competitive inhibition is also used to prevent 

browning of fruits and vegetables [17]. One such example is 

mushrooms where the inhibitors added to the produce keep 

it fresh for long time thus increasing the shelf life [18, 19, 20]. 

 

1.4 Analogy between satisfying the morbid susceptibility 

and Competitive enzyme inhibition  

To draw a parallel between the above two processes, 

replacing the words enzyme with constitution of an 

individual; active site by morbid susceptibility/ vacuum (as 

susceptibility is a part of the constitution); substrate by 

natural disease force; product by disease symptoms and 

inhibitor by similar medicinal force (Homoeopathic 

medicine) is done. 

Reconstructing the process of competitive inhibition with 

replaced words and showing similarity with homoeopathic 

cure: 
The morbid susceptibility pulls towards itself the disease 

producing causes which is on the same plane of vibration. 

This is analogous with the substrate specificity of the 

Enzymes. The product thus produced is the disease 

symptoms which call for the similar remedy. The medicinal 

force (homoeopathic medicine) which has a close similarity 

to the disease force acts as a disease analogue and satisfies 

the morbid susceptibility. And when susceptibility is 

satisfied, there is a cessation of cause, and when cause 

ceases to flow into ultimates, not only do the ultimates cease 

but cause itself has already ceased [21]. The potency of the 
homoeopathic medicine, the nature of the disease and the 

miasmatic influence on the constitution determine the 

degree of competitive inhibition. 

 

2. Conclusion 
There is certainly some similarity between the process of 

homoeopathic cure and competitive enzyme inhibition, 
though the former is on dynamic plane and the later on 

material plane. How homoeopathic cure takes place can 

possibly be explained on the lines of competitive inhibition. 

This makes the explanation scientific and acceptable outside 

homoeopathy. Treating diseases with competitive enzyme 

inhibition by Modern medicine and its use in agriculture 

shows that the application of principle of similars is not 

limited to homoeopathy and dynamic plane.  
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