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Abstract 
Antibiotic resistance in E. coli is a global health concern, with the MCR-1 gene detected in China and a 

polymyxin B-resistant strain in Brazil. Novel drug discovery approaches and alternative therapies like 

homoeopathy can help especially using nosodes. Even though Psorinum is a powerful Homoeopathic 

nosode, it has little to no studies on its antimicrobial activity. 

Antimicrobial activity of Psorinum 30C and 200C against Escherichia coli O157:H7 is tested using the 

Kirby-Bauer method with Müeller-Hinton Agar (MHA) as the medium. The zone of inhibition and 

relative growth inhibition percentage is analysed. 

Psorinum 200 C showed significant zone of inhibition with relative growth inhibition of 28.57% while 

Psorinum 30 C showed mild to moderate zone of inhibition with relative growth inhibition of 7.14%. 

 

Keywords: Antimicrobial, E. coli, homeopathy, nosode, psorinum 

 

Introduction 
Escherichia coli (E. coli) is a bacterium that is commonly found in the gut of humans and 

warm-blooded animals. Most strains of E. coli are harmless. Some strains however, such as 

Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC), can cause severe foodborne disease. It is transmitted 

to humans primarily through consumption of contaminated foods, such as raw or 

undercooked ground meat products, raw milk, and contaminated raw vegetables and sprouts 
[1]. 

The potency of E. coli enables it to resist the natural defences of the host and become 

immune to commonly used antibiotics. As a result, outbreaks of E. coli infection can pose 

significant risks to public health and food safety [2]. 

The emergence of antibiotic resistance in E. coli isolates is a global health concern. In China, 

the MCR-1 gene has been detected, conferring resistance to colistin [3]. In Brazil, there is 

emergence of a polymyxin B-resistant strain of E. coli, which could have potential impact on 

patient outcomes and global health [4]. Novel approaches to drug discovery and finding new 

drugs can help reduce the risk of antibiotic resistance [5] and alternative strategies like 

homoeopathy can offer options for minor infections like Upper Respiratory Tract Infections 
[6]. Additionally, new antimicrobials developed against E. coli can be used to control other 

microbes, as some pathogens share similar mechanisms of antimicrobial resistance and new 

drugs with antimicrobial activity against E. coli can help reduce the use of broad-spectrum 

antibiotics and minimise their negative side effects [7]. 

In general, the identification of novel medications that exhibit antimicrobial effects against 

E. coli is vital for safeguarding public health and combating antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

 

Antimicrobial action of homoeopathic medicines 

In the 18th century, Dr. Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann, a German physician, 

developed homoeopathy [8]. Homoeopathy is one of the most extensively practised forms of 

traditional and complementary medicine [9] and is recognised by the WHO as the second 

most popular medical system in the world [10]. One of its basic principles is ‘Similia similibus 

curentur’ or ‘diseases are cured by similarity of symptoms’. In homoeopathy, chemicals are 

prepared whose effects, when given to healthy persons, correlate to the symptoms of the 

disease. (Symptoms, clinical signs, pathological states) [11]. 
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By reducing the growth of Aspergillus niger in an in vitro 

investigation, homoeopathic medications have proven their 

antifungal effectiveness [12]. Tinctures made from mineral 

extracts have stronger antibacterial properties than those 

made from plant extracts, and a homoeopathic preparation 

of Lycopodium clavatum can effectively control periodontal 

infections like P. gingivalis [13]. Additionally, homoeopathic 

medicines have shown in vitro and in vivo antiviral 

effectiveness against the BVDV-1 and BHV-1 viruses [14]. 

Homoeopathic medicines used to treat infections are not 

antibiotics but rather similibiotics (similar to bacteria), 

meaning that we give the patient medicine that can cause 

symptoms in them that are similar to those produced by 

bacteria in order to activate the host's defence system, which 

in turn kills the bacteria [15]. 

Nosodes in homoeopathy are prepared from diseased tissue 

and used to treat diseases with similar symptoms as per drug 

proving or pathogenesis. Though treating a specific 

infection is called isopathy, various nosodes are used for 

their corresponding diseases without being labelled as 

isopathic. The category of nosodes is undergoing a 

revolutionary overhaul of the old drugs (Mycobacterium 

tuberculosis nosode, Cancer nosode), new remedies (HIV 

nosode, Hepatitis C nosode, Escherichia coli nosode) with 

efficacy in laboratory and in vitro models, and human 

studies. One animal trial showed that piglets in the 

homoeopathy-treated group had significantly less E. coli 

diarrhoea than those in the placebo group. In a study, non-

nosode drugs were observed to have no significant 

inhibitory effect [16]. 

Homoeopathy can be highly beneficial in preventing the 

development of bacterial resistance and mutations, thereby 

averting the emergence of dangerous new types of 

infections within society. More research is required in this 

uncharted area of study in order to offer new hope in 

situations where bacteria are resistant to all known 

antibiotics.  

 

Psorinum - a potential antimicrobial nosode 

Psorinum is a nosode, a product of an exudate in patients 

suffering from itch eruptions. It's prepared according to the 

Hahnemannian method of preparation of drugs class IX in 

the ratio of 2:9. The exudate is collected from the itch 

pustule of an infected person, and kept in a phial adding 

some alcohol. After shaking it well, it is allowed to stand. It 

is proved by Constantine J Herring [17]. 

The Repertory of the Homoeopathic Materia Medica by J.T 

Kent has mentioned Homoeopathic medicine Psorinum as a 

3-mark remedy in ‘Fever’ chapter under the rubrics 

‘Intermittent’ and ‘Remittent - prone to become typhoid’ 
[18]. 

Psorinum in higher potencies has relatively low potential in 

controlling fungal growth in cellulose materials compared to 

other nosodes [19]. At the same time, Psorinum has 

prominent action against lung cancer cells in lower potency 
[20]. The antimicrobial potential of Psorinum in various 

potencies needs to be further explored in light of its 

homoeopathic indications and its nature as a nosode.  

 

Homoeopathic indications of psorinum in microbial 

affections 

 Herpetic eruptions, especially on scalp and bends of 

joints with itching; worse, from warmth of bed. 

Indolent ulcers, slow to heal. Crusty eruptions all over. 

Urticaria after every exertion. Pustules near finger-

nails. Tongue and gum ulcerated. Blepharitis [21]. 

 Hay fever, red small pimples on, pyorrhea in mouth, 

chronic gonorrhoea; painless discharge from urethra 

staining yellow [22]. 

 Otorrhoea with headache [23]. 

 

Materials and Methods 

Materials 

 Homoeopathic medicine: Homoeopathic medicine 

Psorinum in 30th and 200th potencies are purchased 

from Schwabe pharmaceuticals India Pvt Ltd. 

 Test organism: Human enteric pathogen Escherichia 

coli O157:H7 is purchased from HiMedia Laboratories 

Pvt. Ltd. 

 Media used for antibacterial sensitivity test: Müeller-

Hinton Agar (MHA) Medium is purchased from 

HiMedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. 

 

Methods 

 Handling of laboratory apparatus and glassware: 

All glassware was cleaned with mild detergents four or 

five times in tap water, then rinsed twice in distilled 

water prior to use. Then it was permitted to air dry. 

Glassware, such as Petri plates, were, when required, 

heat sterilised for one hour at 180°C in a hot air oven 

(Binder ED23, Germany). Eppendorf containers, glass 

pipettes, and micropipette tips were autoclaved at 

121°C for 15 minutes at 15 pressure to sterilise them. 

(Hirayama, Model HA-300M, Japan). 

 Preservation and Maintenance of E coli: For the 

broad consideration of a wide range of microorganisms, 

nutritional broth is used. E. coli was sub cultured on 

plates for pure colonies in nutrient agar plates and 

stored in nutrient agar slants using the streak plate 

method.  

 Preparation of inoculum: A small part of the colony is 

suspended for 24 hours at 32°C in nutrient broth 

medium under aseptic conditions. 

 Preparation of Mueller Hinton Agar plates: 38 

grams of the medium are dissolved in one litre of 

distilled water to make the agar. The medium must be 

heated while being constantly stirred and cooked for 

one minute before going through a 15-minute autoclave 

at 121°C and cooling to room temperature in order to 

fully dissolve it. Mueller Hinton Agar needs to be 

applied to sterile petri dishes at a constant depth and on 

a level, horizontal surface. It is guaranteed that the pH 

is 7.3 ± 0.1 at 25°C. The temperature range for the 

plates is 2 °C to 8 °C [25]. The McFarland standards 

(108 CFU/ml) were used to evaluate the MHA culture 
[26]. 

 Inoculation of previously prepared MHA plates: A 

sterile cotton swab was dipped into the inoculum 

suspension after the turbidity had been adjusted. 

Multiple rotations of the swab were performed while it 

was firmly pressed against the interior tube wall above 

the fluid level. The swab was used to inoculate the dry 

surface of an MHA plate by streaking the sterile agar's 

surface. Streaking was carried out twice more, with the 

plate being rotated by roughly 60 degrees each time. 

 Impregnation of disc with Psorinum: In a hot air 

oven (Barnstead Labline, USA), discs (6mm) were 

impregnated with 200 µl of each homoeopathic 
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medication individually, dried at 40 °C for 30 minutes, 

and then stored at 4 °C until use. Only 95% ethanol was 

used to make the negative control.  

 Evaluation of antibacterial activity of homoeopathy 

medicines: With a standard ruler held near to the agar 

surface, the zones of inhibition were measured in 

millimetres (including the 6mm disc). The findings are 

noted, and it is determined whether the homoeopathic 

medications have any antibacterial action against the 

tested organisms. The end point was regarded as the 

growth inhibition visible to the unaided eye. 

 Determination of percentage of zone of inhibition 

The equation below is used to calculate relative growth 

inhibition: 

 

 % 𝑅𝑒𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒 𝐺𝑟𝑜𝑤𝑡ℎ 𝐼𝑛ℎ𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 =  
𝐷𝑖𝑎𝑚𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑆𝑎𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒 −  𝐷𝑖𝑎𝑚𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐶𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑜𝑙

𝐷𝑖𝑎𝑚𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝐶𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑜𝑙
  100 

 
 

Results 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Antibacterial assay of Homoeopathic potencies of Psorinum 

and control by Kirby Bauer method in Escherichia coli. 
 

Table 1:   Zone of inhibition of psorinum and control by kirby-

bauer method 
 

Sl.no Homoeopathic medicine Zone of inhibition (mm) 

1 Psorinum 30 7.5 ± 0.1 mm 

2 Psorinum 200 9.0 ± 0.1 mm 

3 95% Ethanol (control) 7.0 ± 0.1 mm 

 

Homoeopathic medicine Psorinum 30 showed 7.5 ± 0.1 mm 

of zone of inhibition, Psorinum 200 showed 9.0 ± 0.1 mm of 

zone of inhibition, and 95% Ethanol (control) showed 7.0 ± 

0.1 mm of zone of inhibition. 

 
Table 2:   Relative growth inhibition percentage of different 

potencies of psorinum 
 

Sl.no 
Homoeopathic 

medicine 

Relative growth inhibition 

percentage (%) 

1 Psorinum 30C 7.14285714 % 

2 Psorinum 200C 28.5714285714 % 

 

Homoeopathic medicine Psorinum 30C showed a relative 

growth inhibition of 7.14285714% while Psorinum 200C 

showed a relative growth inhibition of 28.5714285714%. 

 

Discussion 
Escherichia coli, one of the most prevalent bacteria, was 

used in this investigation to assess the antimicrobial 

characteristics of the homoeopathic medicines Psorinum 

30C and 200C. A higher potency, Psorinum 200, showed 

9.0 ± 0.1 mm of zone of inhibition with relative growth 

inhibition of 7.14285714% while Psorinum 30 showed 7.5 ± 

0.1 mm with relative growth inhibition of 28.5714285714%. 

Antimicrobial activity of 95% Ethanol can be attributed to 

the 7.0 ± 0.1 mm zone of inhibition shown by the control.  

Both potencies of Psorinum were able to produce mild to 

moderate zone of inhibition against Escherichia coli when 

compared to other trials using different homoeopathic drugs 
[16]. Homoeopathic medicine Psorinum 200C has 

significantly higher antimicrobial activity than Psorinum 

30C with mild to moderate zone of inhibition.  

To further examine the extent of Psorinum's antibacterial 

capabilities, the Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) 

and Minimum bactericidal concentration (MBC) must be 

performed. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the in vitro testing of Psorinum, a 

homoeopathic drug, against E. coli revealed modest to 

moderate zones of inhibition using the Kirby Bauer method. 

These findings suggest that Psorinum might be able to 

combat E. coli as an antibacterial agent. However, more 

analysis is required to determine Psorinum’s efficiency in 

clinical situations. Future research should also focus on 

developing new medications that can fight off other 

pathogenic microbes that have similar antimicrobial 

resistance mechanisms. This would aid in reducing the 

usage of broad-spectrum antibiotics, which have negative 

effects and contribute to the emergence of antibiotic 

resistance. In the fight against bacteria that are resistant to 

antibiotics, discovering powerful as well as safe 

antimicrobial medicines is essential and Homoeopathy has a 

lot of potential in this area. 

 

Conflict of Interest 

Not available  

 

Financial Support 

Not available 

 

References 

1. E. coli [Internet]. World Health Organization. World 

Health Organization; [cited 2023 Mar 29]. Available 

from: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-

sheets/detail/e-coli 

2. Antimicrobial resistance [Internet]. World Health 

Organization. World Health Organization; [cited 

2023Mar29]. Available from:  

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-

sheets/detail/antimicrobial-resistance 

3. Liu YY, Wang Y, Walsh TR, et al. Emergence of 

plasmid-mediated colistin resistance mechanism MCR-

1 in animals and human beings in China: A 

microbiological and molecular biological study. Lancet 

Infect Dis. 2016;16(2):161-168. DOI: 10.1016/S1473-

3099(15)00424-7 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/


International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com 

~ 80 ~ 

4. Lincopan N, de Paula TO, Mamizuka EM, Gales AC. A 

polymyxin B-resistant Escherichia coli clone harboring 

an mcr-1 gene variant isolated from a pediatric patient 

in Brazil. Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 

2016;60(10):6415-6417. DOI: 10.1128/AAC.01254-16. 

5. Bush K, Courvalin P, Dantas G, et al. Tackling 

antibiotic resistance. Nat Rev Microbiol. 

2011;9(12):894-896. DOI:10.1038/nrmicro2693 

6. AF. Homeopathy in the age of antimicrobial resistance: 

Is it a viable treatment for upper respiratory tract 

infections? [Internet]. Homeopathy : the journal of the 

Faculty of Homeopathy. U.S. National Library of 

Medicine; [cited 2023Mar29]. Available from: 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29767829/ 

7. Spellberg B, Bartlett JG, Gilbert DN. The future of 

antibiotics and resistance: a tribute to a career of 

leadership by John Bartlett. Clin Infect Dis. 

2014;59(Suppl 2):S71-S75. Doi: 10.1093/cid/ciu379 

8. Introduction [Internet]. Homeopathy | National Health 

Portal of India. [cited 2023 Mar 28]. Available from: 

https://www.nhp.gov.in/Ayush/homeopathy 

9. Hahnemann S, Boericke W, Dudgeon RE. Organon of 

Medicine: Word index included. New Delhi: B. Jain 

Publishers; c2011.  

10. WHO. Safety issues in the preparation of homeopathic 

medicines; c2009. Available from:  

www.who.int/medicines/areas/traditional/Homeopathy.

pdf 

11. Kaur H, Singh Chalia D, Manchanda RK. Homeopathy 

in Public Health in India. Homeopathy 2019;108:76-87. 

Available from:  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330984431 

12. Prajapati S, Sharma M, Kumar A, Gupta P, Dwivedi B, 

Arya BS, et al. Antimicrobial activity of different 

homoeopathic drugs and their potencies against 

'Aspergillus niger' In vitro. Indian J Res Homoeopathy 

2019;13:150-8. 

13. Almaguer-Flores DDS, PhD A, González-Alva DDS, 

PhD P. Antibacterial activity of homeopathic 

medications Lycopodium clavatum and Arsenicum 

album against periodontal bacteria. Odovtos - 

International Journal of Dental Sciences. 

2018;20(2):71-9.  

14. Nefedchenko A, Glotova T, Glotov A. In vitro and in 

vivo activity of homeopathic drugs against bovine 

herpesvirus-1 and bovine viral diarrhoea virus 1. 

Bulgarian Journal of Veterinary Medicine. 

2015;18(1):56-64. 

15. Nambison Nisanth, Nisanth Smita, Khan Q, Shrivatsav, 

Bhupendra. Antibacterial activity of homeopathic drugs 

in vitro. 2017;1:26-29. 

16. Munshi R, Talele G, Shah R. In-vitro evaluation of 

antimicrobial activities of Escherichia coli, Klebsiella 

pneumoniae, Salmonella typhi, Neisseria gonorrhoeae, 

and Candida albicans Nosodes. Homeopathy. 

2021;111(01):042-8. 

17. Mandal PP, Mandal B. A textbook of homoeopathic 

pharmacy. 3rd ed. Delhi, India: New Central Book 

Agency; c2012. 

18. Kent JT, Kent CL, Kent JT. Repertory of the 

Homoeopathic Materia Medica. B. Jain Publishers (P) 

Ltd.; c2016. p. 1289. 

19. Garg KL, Dhawan S. Efficacy of homoeopathic drugs 

for the control of fungal growth on cellulosic materials 

[Internet]; c2006 [cited 2023 Mar 30]. Available from: 

http://aohindia.in/xmlui/handle/123456789/2831  

20. Mondal J, Samadder A, Khuda-Bukhsh AR. Psorinum 

6× triggers apoptosis signals in human lung cancer 

cells. Journal of integrative medicine. 2016;14(2):143-

153. 

21. Boericke W. New Manual of Homoeopathic Materia 

Medica &amp; repertory with relationship of remedies: 

Including Indian drugs, nosodes uncommon, rare 

remedies, mother tinctures, relationship, sides of the 

Body, Drug Affinites &amp; List of abbreviation. New 

Delhi: B. Jain; c2015.  

22. Phatak SR. Materia medica of Homoeopathic 

medicines. New Delhi: B. Jain; c2015. 

23. Clarke JH. Dictionary of practical materia medica. New 

Delhi: B. Jain; c2015. 

24. Bauer AW, Kirby WMM, Sherris JC, Truck M. 

Antibiotic sensitivity testing by a standardized single 

disk diffusion method. Am. J Clin. Patho. 1966;45:157-

160. 

25. Shikha RS, Bari ML, Inatsu Y, Kawamoto S, Hoque 

MM. Antibacterial activity of cinnamaldehyde and 

carvacrol against foodborne pathogens and spoilage 

bacteria. Bangladesh J Microbiol. 2017;34(2):91-98. 

26. Jorgensen JH, Turnide JD, Washington JA. 

Antibacterial susceptibility tests: dilution and disk 

diffusion methods. In: Murry PR., Pfaller MA., Tenover 

FC., Baron EJ., Yolken RH., edited. Manual of Clinical 

Microbiology, 7th ed. Washington DC., ASM Press; 

c1999. p. 1526-1543. 

 
How to Cite This Article 

Samina AA, Vaiyapuri T, Aathavan K, Prasad AB, Sylum SSV, 

Chandraja CV. Assessing the efficacy of homoeopathic medicine 

psorinum against Escherichia coli: An in-vitro analysis of 

antimicrobial activity. International Journal of Homoeopathic 

Sciences. 2023;7(2):77-80. 
 

 

Creative Commons (CC) License 

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the  

terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) License, which 

allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-

commercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and the new 

creations are licensed under the identical terms. 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/

