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Abstract 
Hypersensitivity reaction is an adverse immune response to antigen. It is also called as Intolerance. 

There are 4types of hypersentivity. In this case report we will be discussing about hypersensitivity 

reaction developed after the bite of a Red ant in 10years old boy. He had been treated with Apis 

mellifica 200 potency based on symptoms similarity. This is an evidenced based case report that when 

homoeopathy is prescribed on the basis of symptom similarity it gives wonderful results. 
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Introduction 
Hypersensitivity reaction is a reaction developed by immune system to antigen, caused by 

triggering factors. It is an exaggerated response to allergen. Usually caused by many 

substances from external environment5 or within the body identified by the immune cells of 

antigens. George Houthem Gell had classified into 4types of hypersensitivity. Namely Type I 

is an IgE mediated immediate reaction, Type II is an antibody-mediated reaction of IgG or 

IgM, Type III is an IgG involving immune complex mediated reaction and Type IV is an 

cytotoxic, cell mediated, delayed hypersensitivity reaction involving T cells. First three types 

of hypersensitivity are considered to appear within 24 hours after the exposure to allergen 

while, the fourth type is considered delayed hypersensitivity reaction because it appears 

between 48 to 72 hours after taste exposure to allergen. This particular case is regarding 

hypersensitivity developed after the red ant bite. 

  

Case Report 

A 10 years old boy had reported to the clinic on 3rd September 2022 with the complaints of 

red coloured rash over the Right lower limb of popliteal region which is developed after ant 

bite. Severe burning sensation. 

 

History of presenting complaint 

Complaints started immediately after the bite of the red ant. Red coloured erythematous rash 

developed over right lower limb at the popliteal site. Red coloured pimple like swelling is 

noted. Severe itching followed by burning sensation. Swelling is huge enough. Boy is an 

school going kid. Boy started crying due to severe itching and burning sensation. Soreness 

sensation all over the right lower limb. Child was having a heat sensation which is relieved 

by cold applications. Swelling at the joint with burning sensation and soreness. 

 

Generals 

Appetite: Normal 

Urine: Normal 

Thirst: Decreased 

Sleep: Disturbed hot patient 

Desire: Milk 

Mental generals: Irritable, Weeping tendency 
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Evaluation of symptoms 

 Irritable. 

 Weeping tendency. 

 Red erythematous rash on right lower limb. 

 Severe Itching to night. 

 Burning sensation. 

 Desires milk. 

 Aggravation by night. 

 Ammelioration by cold application.

 

  
 

Fig 1: 3rd September 2022   Fig 2: 4th September 2022 

 

 
 

Fig 3: Repertorisation chart 

 

Therapeutic Intervention 

Case was taken and repertorisation was done by following 

Kentian method of Repertorisation, Apis mellifica 200 was 

selected based on the symptom similarity. Apis is having 

very characteristic feature acting on oedema of skin and 

mucous membranes. 

 
Table 1: Data of symptoms, follow up, Prescription 

 

Date Symptoms Prescription/Dose Justification 

3rd September 2022 

1st visit 
Red erythematous rash on lower limb (Rt) 

Apis mellifica 200/ 1 

dose 
----------- 

4th September 2022 

2nd visit 

Size slightly decreased 

Rash slightly faded, Burning sensation and pain lightly decreased. 
Sac Lac/1 dose Improving 

5th September 2022 

3rd visit 
Erythematous rash completely resolved Sac Lac/1 dose/15days Improved 

 

 
 

Fig 4: 5th September 2022 

Conclusion 

This is a case of Hypersentivity reaction after red ant bite. 

By the symptom similarity, Individualisation & 

Repertorisation Apis mellifica was selected. With single 

dose of 200 potency Pt had resolved with rash completely 

&had no recurrence. Thus proved homoeopathy not only 

treat the symptoms the cause from the root is removed. 

 

Conflict of Interest 

Not available  

 

Financial Support 

Not available 

 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/


International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com 

~ 425 ~ 

References  

1. Ramji Gupta, Manchanda RK. Textbook of 

Dermatology for homoeopaths, Fourth edition B. Jain 

Publishers (P) Ltd, USA; c2011. 

2. William Boericke. New Manual of Homoeopathic 

Materia Medica & Repertory, Augmented Edition. 

Indian books & periodicals Publishers New Delhi, 

c2015 Dec. 

3. Allen HC. Keynotes Rearranged &Classified with 

leading remedies of Materia medica added with other 

leading nosodes &bowel nosodes 10th edition Indian 

books & Periodicals Publishers. 

4. Kent JT. Repertory of the Homoeopathic Materia 

Medica 6th American edition Indian books and Peridical 

publishers. 

5. Hahnemann S, Boericke W, Krauss J. Organon of 

Medicine. 6 th ed. New Delhi: B. Jain Publishers (Pvt.) 

Ltd.; c2003. 

6. Dr. Farokh J. Master, Skin Homoeopathic approach to 

Dermatology,Second revised edition.B.Jain 

Publishers(P)LTD,USA; c2006. p.500-509. 

7. Brian R Walker, Nicki R Colledge, Stuart H Ralston, 

Ian D. Penman. Davidson’s Principles& Practice Of 

Medicine.22nd Edition,Churchill Livingstone 

Elsevier,China; c2014. 

8. Ramji Gupta, Manchanda RK. Textbook of 

Dermatology for homoeopaths, fourth edition B. Jain 

Publishers (P) Ltd, USA; c2011. 

9. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK562228/. 

 

 
How to Cite This Article 

Reddy TA. Hypersensitivity reaction treated with Apis mellifica: A 

case report. International Journal of Homoeopathic Sciences. 

2023;7(2):423-425. 

 

 

Creative Commons (CC) License 

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the 

terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-Share 

Alike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0) License, which allows 

others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non-commercially, 

as long as appropriate credit is given and the new creations are 

licensed under the identical terms. 

https://www.homoeopathicjournal.com/

