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Abstract 
Pharmacovigilance is the science of detecting, assessing, and preventing adverse effects of medicines. 
It is an essential aspect of healthcare that ensures patient safety by identifying and managing the risks 
associated with the use of medicines. In the field of homoeopathy, pharmacovigilance is equally 
important as it helps in assessing the safety and efficacy of homoeopathic medicines. This article aims 
to provide an overview of pharmacovigilance in different schools of pharmacy and its importance in 
homoeopathy. 
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Introduction 
Pharmacovigilance is a critical component of healthcare that helps in identifying, assessing, 
and preventing adverse effects of medicines. It is the science of monitoring and evaluating 
the safety and efficacy of medicines throughout their lifecycle. Pharmacovigilance is an 
essential aspect of healthcare as it ensures patient safety by identifying and managing the 
risks associated with the use of medicines. 
In homoeopathy, pharmacovigilance is equally important as it helps in assessing the safety 
and efficacy of homoeopathic medicines. Homoeopathy is a system of medicine that uses 
highly diluted substances to treat various diseases. These substances are prepared using a 
process called potentization, which involves diluting the substance multiple times and 
shaking it vigorously. While homoeopathic medicines are generally considered safe, there 
have been instances where they have caused adverse effects. Therefore, pharmacovigilance 
is crucial in homoeopathy to ensure patient safety and assess the efficacy of homoeopathic 
medicines. 
 
Description 
Pharmacovigilance is taught in different schools of pharmacy across the world. These 
schools provide students with the knowledge and skills required to monitor and evaluate the 
safety and efficacy of medicines. Pharmacovigilance is taught as a separate subject in some 
schools, while in others, it is integrated into other subjects such as pharmacology and 
toxicology. 
In the United States, pharmacovigilance is taught in schools of pharmacy as a part of 
pharmacology and toxicology courses. These courses cover the basic principles of 
pharmacovigilance, including adverse drug reactions (ADRs), drug interactions, and drug 
toxicity. Students are also taught how to report ADRs and how to use pharmacovigilance 
databases such as the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System (FAERS). 
In Europe, pharmacovigilance is taught as a separate subject in some schools of pharmacy. 
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) has developed a curriculum for pharmacovigilance 
that covers the principles of pharmacovigilance, regulatory requirements, and risk 
management. The EMA also provides training courses for healthcare professionals on 
pharmacovigilance. 
In India, pharmacovigilance is taught as a separate subject in some schools of pharmacy. The 
Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) has made pharmacovigilance a mandatory subject for 
pharmacy students. The curriculum covers the basic principles of pharmacovigilance, 
including ADRs, drug interactions, and drug toxicity. Students are also taught how to report 
ADRs and how to use pharmacovigilance databases such as the Indian Pharmacopoeia 
Commission's Pharmacovigilance Programme of India (PvPI).
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In homoeopathy, pharmacovigilance is equally important as 

it helps in assessing the safety and efficacy of homoeopathic 

medicines. Homoeopathic medicines are generally 

considered safe, but there have been instances where they 

have caused adverse effects. Therefore, it is essential to 

monitor and evaluate the safety and efficacy of 

homoeopathic medicines. The World Health Organization 

(WHO) has developed guidelines for pharmacovigilance in 

homoeopathy, which cover the principles of 

pharmacovigilance, regulatory requirements, and risk 

management. 

 

Statistics 

According to a report by the World Health Organization 

(WHO), adverse drug reactions (ADRs) are a significant 

cause of morbidity and mortality worldwide. The report 

states that ADRs are responsible for 5% of hospital 

admissions and are the 4th to 6th leading cause of death in 

hospitals. In addition, the report estimates that up to 50% of 

ADRs are preventable. 

In India, the Pharmacovigilance Programme of India (PvPI) 

has been established to monitor and evaluate the safety of 

medicines. According to the PvPI, there were 1,85,036 

ADRs reported in India between 2010 and 2018. Of these, 

7,541 ADRs were reported for homoeopathic medicines. 

 

Discussion 

Pharmacovigilance is an essential aspect of healthcare that 

ensures patient safety by identifying and managing the risks 

associated with the use of medicines. It is taught in different 

schools of pharmacy across the world, and students are 

provided with the knowledge and skills required to monitor 

and evaluate the safety and efficacy of medicines. 

In homoeopathy, pharmacovigilance is equally important as 

it helps in assessing the safety and efficacy of homoeopathic 

medicines. Homoeopathic medicines are generally 

considered safe, but there have been instances where they 

have caused adverse effects. Therefore, it is essential to 

monitor and evaluate the safety and efficacy of 

homoeopathic medicines. 

The establishment of pharmacovigilance programs such as 

the PvPI in India is a significant step towards ensuring 

patient safety. These programs help in identifying and 

managing the risks associated with the use of medicines and 

provide healthcare professionals with the knowledge and 

skills required to report ADRs. 

 

Conclusion 

Pharmacovigilance is a critical component of healthcare that 

ensures patient safety by identifying and managing the risks 

associated with the use of medicines. It is taught in different 

schools of pharmacy across the world, and students are 

provided with the knowledge and skills required to monitor 

and evaluate the safety and efficacy of medicines. 

In homoeopathy, pharmacovigilance is equally important as 

it helps in assessing the safety and efficacy of homoeopathic 

medicines. The establishment of pharmacovigilance 

programs such as the PvPI in India is a significant step 

towards ensuring patient safety. It is essential to continue to 

monitor and evaluate the safety and efficacy of 

homoeopathic medicines to ensure patient safety. 
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